Critical Thinking:  Response to Literature

--Read In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by B. Lord.  Do you think a grandmother should be obeyed, no matter what?  Give at least three reasons to defend your view.  

--Read The Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars.  Write a newspaper article about the most amazing animal sighting you’ve ever had.  Then rewrite it from the animal’s point of view.  

--Read Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh.  The cats are named after famous people.  Research each of them.  What other famous person do you think should been used?  

--Read Hurray for Ali Baba Bernstein by Johanna Hurwitz.  If you were going to change your name, what book would you base it on?  

--Read Autumn Street by Lois Lowry.  Write sentences that use different words to describe the movement of animals.  

Critical Thinking:  Things to Think About/Write About/Talk About:

--Which candy bar is the best?  Create at least 6 criteria to judge them.
--Write down the digits 1-9 (1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9).  Insert two minus signs and one plus sign between certain digits so that the result is a number sentence equal to 100.

--Find the answers to these questions:  Which research strategy was most effective?  (internet, books, talking to others)

What color was Coca-Cola originally?


What was the first novel ever written on a typewriter?

--Who is an historical figure you admire and why?

--List ten qualities needed to be an explorer and explain your choices.
--If you were an animal that needed to migrate each year, where would you choose to migrate?  Why?  

--One morning you wake up to find no electricity anywhere in your town.  Tell a story about your day without electricity.

--Compare/Contrast January and July

--Why do some animals have tails?  How could humans use tails if we had them?

--How can a song change a person’s mood?  Design an experiment to test your idea.

--The number 0 is important because…   The number 5 is important because…  The number 1 is important because…

--How would our lives change if we no longer had cars, buses, trains or planes?

--What would happen if everyone lived underwater?

--If it never rained again, how would it change the way we live?

--How would our lives change if we could travel to the other side of the world in only one hour?  

--Which Olympic events could be held in outer space and which could not?  Why?

--What if all the Earth’s oxygen became a solid?  What would be the effect on plants, animals, people?  

--What if there were no scissors?  How would art, school, and medicine be different?

---Read two books by the same author.  What is consistent about the author’s style?

---Define these words and give an example of one experiment for each category:  chemistry, physics, biology, oceanography, astronomy, engineering

 --Study two buildings.  How do their functions (what the buildings are used for) affect their form (what they look like)? 

--Balls:  What ball used in a game is about the size of a penny?  An orange?  A pizza?  Do you think there are more lost baseballs or basketballs?  Why?  What are different things used to make a ball move in different sports?

--Hair:  Why do people have hair?  What are some idiomatic phrases that use the word “hair”?  How are hair and fingernails alike?

--Compare and contrast humility and pride.  Remember times you showed each.  Are there times they can be positive and  negative?  

--List at least three of your strengths and three of your weaknesses.  How can you work on both?  

---These modern-day items are going to disappear from earth forever.  You have to figure out how they work so you can reinvent them.  Describe in writing what each item looks like, how it was made, and how it works.  Add a detailed drawing.      flashlight, suntan lotion, match, sunglasses, light bulb

---Conservation experts across the country recommend that paper plates be banned.  List at least 25 effects of banning paper plates from use in USA.

---Here are the answers.  What are the questions?  

    More than half.           Busily.           A popped balloon.          Lost.

---Use the word “air” in as many unusual words or word combinations as you can.  For example, “airplane” or “hair”.

